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Dear Class of 2011:
The entire PCOM community joins me in extending heartfelt congratulations
to you - GA-PCOM's 3rd osteopathic medical graduating class. It has been a great
privilege walking life's journey with you. Your wisdom, caring, and generosity of
spirit have touched us deeply. You have helped the Georgia Campus and its
osteopathic medical program mature and thrive.
Your osteopathic medical education will provide you with the greatest gift
human existence has to offer' the knowledge that the lives of others have been
made brighter by virtue of your presence in them. As you touch mind, body, and
spirit to promote healing in others, I hope that your life will be filled with joy and
purpose.
You will always be part of the PCOM Family, and we hope you will stay in
touch, sharing your many successes with us. With each new success, you will also
create new opportunities for PCOM graduates who succeed you.
We wish you all the best, always.
With warmest regards,

Matthew Schure, Ph.D.
President
MSnrol
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January 6, 20 II
Dear class of 20 II :
It is with excitement that I have the opportunity to write to you on your graduation from the Georgia
Campus Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. It is a privilege to share my thoughts as Dean and
have the honor of ~gning your diploma, and placing your hood acknowledging the completion of your hard
work.

We can all well remember your first day in Suwanee with your excitement and feeling of accomplishment
that you had obtained your goal of a medical education. Accompany this was the trepidation of hard work
and the many challenges ahead. You made your way through SPOM and cadaver dissection and multiple
other intense hard courses. Many hours were spent studying in the library, hallways, sleeping on the OMM
exam tables and drinking much caffeine. All of this hard work paid offwith your excellent performances as
clinical clerks in your third and fourth year_ You have endured the COMLEX board examinations proving
your stellar performance throughout your careers here at GA-PCOM. You have endured the anxiety of
participating in the match process and we are proud to see the residencies that you have all earned through
these years of hard work. The faculty and I look forward to hearing the accolades that we know will be
coming concerning your performance as residents and eventual physicians and community leaders. It is with
pride that we the faculty and family of peOM, know that we participated in some small part in helping you
reach your goal, and that you will now and always be proud that you are alumni of GA-PCOM. As you
walk across the stage, I am humbled to be able shake your hand and continue the proud tradition of PCOM.
My Warmest Regards Always,

/ ----- -)
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H. William Craver, DO, F ACOS
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Student Association
President: Gina Kirkpatrick-Reese
1 st Vice President: Samantha McCaskill
2nd Vice President: Kristopher Meadows
Secretary: Sheranda Gunn
Treasurer: Karen Irani
National Liaison: Sarah Gardner
/)

President: Eric Guenther
Vice Presidents: Ankur Patel and Bie Etinge
Secretary: Monica Plazarte
Treasurer: Adam Chomoby
Residency Program Liaison: Elizabeth Wiles

The internal medicine club is a student interest group of the American College of
Osteopathic Internists (ACOI). The club was responsible for a number of activities
for students on campus and for those in the community. These included sponsoring
a mock practical examination for first year students' primary care skills class,
organizing speakers, including the president of the ACOI and several residency
directors, and co-organizing a canned food and clothing drive to benefit a local
homeless shelter.
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The SAACOFP at GA-PCOM had a busy year from
2008-2009. Members participated in volunteer
activities like TAR Wars, Health Fairs, Old Peachtree
Road Race/5K, AIDS Benefit Charity, and Fit for
Life. The organization also hosted a number of lunch
lectures about the many avenues of family medicine.
At the conclusion of the year, our chapter received the
ACOFP Humanitarian Award along with $1,000
scholarship in recognition of the hard work and
community service projects completed by the
SAACOFP at GA-PCOM.
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The purpose of the Student Osteopathic
Medical Association, the student affiliate
organization of the AOA, is to promote
osteopathic ideals and unity within the
profession, to educate future osteopathic
physicians and to establish and to maintain
lines of communication among healthcare
professionals in an ongoing effort to improve
the quality of healthcare.
President- Beverly Davis
Vice President- Matt Moore
National Liaison Officer- Reneeta Basu
Secretary- Bie Etinge
Treasurer- Christian Sullivan
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To My Classmates:

jusl

As a class we have shared a sigruficant portion of our lives together. Whether
it was celebrating a marriage or mourning the loss of a great professor we
have endured together. I feel honored to share one more experience and that
is the receiving the title of Doctor with aU of you. The great character and
integrity of this class goes unmatched and may your accomplishments
continue to be as amazing as this one. Thank you for allowing me the
privilege of being your class chair and congratulations to all of you!
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Sincerely,

Jack Groh, D.O .
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Jennifer Ramsey Abt, D.O.
I feel so blessed to have been given the oppOltunity to fulfill my dream of
becoming a physician. Over these four years, I've had the love and support of so
many people who have been essential to my success. Above all I would like to
thank God for giving me the strength that was necessary for survival through some
difficult times and long nights.
To my husband, Robbie, I know that I could not have made it to this point without
you. Thank you for the dinners you cooked, the "study candy" you bought, and the
pre-test freak outs that you put up with, You had so much faith in me, and that faith
allowed me to gain the confidence I needed to succeed. I love you!
I also want to thank my best friend and roommate, Rina. You made medical
school much more fun! I'll never forget covering our apartment in note cards for
one of our first tests. It's because of you that I have a finn grasp on microbiology!
Lastly, I want to thank my parents and my brothers for all of the encouragement, not
just over the last four years but every year leading up to this. I love you all!

.
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I

Hometown: Cullman, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: The University of Alabama, Bachelor of Science, Chemical Engineering
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Tyler InChul An, D.O.
" AI
to t

I want to thank my family and friends for all the support and
prayer during my journey toward becoming a physician.
"For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do."
--- Ephesians 2: 10
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Hometown: Land 0 'Lakes, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Science
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Tracey N. Anyanwu, D.O.
"And blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a fulfillment of the things which have been spoken
to her from the Lord"
- Luke 1:45
Dear God: I praise you and I am forever grateful for your unconditional LOVE, FAVOR, MERCY
and GRACE in my life. You have kept me over and over again! I am truly BLESSED to have this
GREAT testimony!
To my son, Mason: You have had to sacrifice just as much as I have .... I love you very much!
Thank you for being so supportive and understanding! Perseverance is your mom's middle name!
Through it all, know that with God, deteITIlination and dedication, you can accomplish ALL things!
To my parents and sister: It has been a long race but thank God that it is not given to the swift, but
to those who endureth. Thanks for your love, prayers'& encouragement! Mom, thanks for your
steadfast support AL WAYS! I am BLESSED that God chose you for me.
To all of my family and friends: What can I say? Thanks for the laughter, tears, listening ears,
encouragement, support, phone calls, prayers, love, etc.
To my fellow colleagues .... the illustrious class of 2011: May you be BLESSED in your future
endeavors. May God continue to cover us in this next chapter of our lives!

.0.

~ D. o.
Hometown: Hephzibah, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Bachelor of Science, Cellular Biology
"""""I!!!"""----_
Field of Practice: Obstetrics and Gynecolo

I

Reneeta Basu, D.O.

One of the most memorable moments I had as a medical student was during my first clerkship
year when a patient looked at me one day and said: "You're good, and I hope you stay as good
as you are." I hope to maintain the truth of her comment as I progress further in my career as a
physician.

;

Hometown: Lawrenceville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Carnegie Mellon University, Bachelors of Science and Arts
Emory University, Masters in Public Health
~----------------------------~
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Joanna Bayles, D.O.
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Hometown: Marietta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Institute of Technology, Bachelor of Science, Chemistry
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Nancy Rel1o, D.O.
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"The ability to do anything must be accompanied by the belief that we CAN do it"
Baba Sami: I could not be where I am today without your wisdom, encouragement and faith guiding every step of my way.
You are my ROCK!
Mama Najwa: it comforts me to know that your shoulder is always .there for me to lean and cry on whenever I need it.

reSt

Nella: a sister and a best friend-you have always beenlhere for me my entire life. You have made me laugh. You have
encouraged me during my lowest points. I can always count on you to be there 'for me during whatever it is that I may be
experiencing-joy, sadness, frustration, cancer etc. [can never forget the sacrifices' you have made to stay by my side when I
needed you the most. I want you to know that you are the biggest reasOn I ~asable to make it through the worst year of my
life. If I didn't have you with me I would have crumbled into. pieces.
Narsay (NaT-Say): you aTe MY DOUCHE ... enough said!
Nohra: You will always be my "iii' Nunu." It is great to know that I can always count 00 you to sing along with me in the car
to the latest songs with our made-up lyrics. You never fail to make me smile, even When I don't let you see it so you don't get
a "big head" :)
My friends: Kaniksha, Lida, Shay lee, Hajra, Cheryl, Rachel, Mary Anna, 'Leigh, Khyati, Lori, Helen-some of the best
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memories of my life have you guys in them, you are truly amazi!lg friends aod I cannot imagine my life without you in it.
will never be able to thank you enough for all tbe times you've stuck by and supported me, but I hope through the many
coming years of our friendship I can show you how much I truLy appreciate having you be a part of my life.
I finally made it!" You all are the "wind beneath my wings".
Love You.
Nan, Nanous, Nanceter, Nancy-pants »> AKA Dr. Bello l
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Hometown: Baghdad, Iraq; Alpharetta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Science, Neuroscience and Behavioral Biology
Field of Practice: Neurology
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Jessica Bentley Stepp, D.O.
" ... but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." -Isaiah 40:31
Thank you Jesus for your many blessings, especially for allowing me to have the great
responsibility of caring for people's lives. You, after all, are the great physician, and I can't
imagine a better example oflove and compassion;
Thank you to my wonderful husband, Darren, ~ho has been so patient, putting your dreams
on hold so that I may cnase mine. I couldn't ask for a better person to share my life with.
Also, thanks to my family for always pushing me to be the best I could be. Thanks for
listening to all my gross stories and whining and keeping me grounded.
Last, but certainly not least, thanks to my special pals at GA-PCOM. If it weren't for you
definitei'y lost. my sanity. You taught me about beef jerky as clothing,
guys, I would have
.
interpretive dance to biochemical processes, drinking milk, and crystal gel for your nails.
Now that 's an education that I could not get from any book or professor.

ometown: Jenkins, Kentucky
Undergraduate Education: Univer§ity of the Cumberlands, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Christopher Steven Blanchard, D.O.

As graduation approaches 1 am reminded of a story about a turtle who was
found sitting on top of a fence post. The passer by who saw the turtle
commented, "1 know that he didn't get there by himself." Like that turtle, 1
know that 1 would not be here withoutall the help that 1 have received along
the way. First, 1 would like to thank God for all the blessings he has given me
and the path he has set out before me. I would like to thank my family for all
of the love and support you have given me along the way. Last I would to
thank my friends who have been there for me over the hard last four years.
Thank you to all of you. Your love and support is appreciated more than
words can express. 1 wouldn'tbe here without all of you.

Hometown: Columbus, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Columbus State University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
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Matt Brill, D.O.

I would like to thank my family, friends, PCOM faculty, preceptors,
of their help and support.
and the PCOM Alumni Foundation for
Congratulations t~ everyone in the class, and good luck in your
future careers.

all
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Hometown: West Palm Beach, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Merce~ University, Bachelor of Arts, Major in Music, Minor in Chemistry
Field of Practice: Radiology

Be

Favorite teacher:
Least favorite teacher:
Favorite class:
Least favorite class:
What I did over winter breaks:
What I did over spring breaks:
Favor i t~ place to study:
Favorite study buddies:
Number of all nighters pulled:
Clubs I was involved in:
Favorite way to procrastinate:
Favorite board review book:
Favorite way to unwind:
Favorite party attended:
Favorite dance attended at med school:
Favorite mentor:
Best words of advice given to me while in med school:
Where I was when I first put on my white coat for real:
Favorite rotation:
Least favorite rotation :
Most surprising rotation:
Step One scores: _ _ _ __ Step Two scores: _ _ _ __
First time on call:
Favorite place to go out in Atlanta:
Where I lived while in med school:
Favorite drink post test:
Favorite post test activities:
Most interesting case I saw:
Worst case I ever saw:
Hardest pimp question:
Best pimp question I got:
Biggest life changes while in med school:
Habit I hope to never have that an attending I worked with had:
Best compliment a patient gave me:
Most silly thing I did on a rotation:
First procedure I got to perform :
My first residency interview was at:
Program I ranked # 1 in the match:
Specialty I matched to:
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Esha I. Ca.nnon, D.O.
Becoming a physician and having the privilege of serving others through medicine is a dream come [rue. lowe
an immense amount of gratitude to those who have sustained me along this journey: God, my husband, my
mother, my brother, and my family and friends.
Throughout this process, I have been so grateful for God's Faithfulness: Psalm 66
To my husband, Chris, you are the glue that holds me together. On my worst day you are there to pick me up
and on my best day, you are ready to celebrate. You not only support me, you understand me, really know me,
and love me anyway.
To my mother, you are the strength within me to continue the race. Your confidence inspires me. Anything good
that I ever am or ever will be, lowe to you.
To my brother, Joey, thank you for always being there, I have always known that I could count on you.
I am so grateful to all those who have supported me,you have celebrated my joy and encouraged my dreams. I
am truly blessed to have you in my life. In our next journey, I pray that each of us continues to heal, serve, learn,
and laugh.

~ ----------------------------------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------

Hometown: Elizabethton, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: East Tennessee State University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
East Tennessee State University, Master of Science, Biomedical Sciences
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
~

Patrick M. Carey, D.O.
My wife,Jennifer, and my sons, Andrew and Matthew, have been incredibly
supportive during this 11 year journey. They endured a move to Tennessee, my
three deployments to Iraq and a move to Washington; because I believed those
experiences would help me get into medical school. They made the long dIive to
Georgia and Jennifer reentered the workforce to SUpp0rt the family so I could
attend school. They gave me quiet time, postponed vacations, sacrificed
evenings and weekends, and put up with me after knee surgery so that I could
learn medicine. I will never be able to give them back the time and energy given
me to pursue this degree. Jennifer, Andrew and Matthew I am deeply indebted
for all you have done. I will repay my de~t by being the best physician I can be.
Thank you; I could not have done it without you.

Hometown: Ventura, California
Undergraduate Education: University of California-Davis, Bachelor of Science, Genetics
Field of Practice: Physical Medicine
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Anjali Chaudhari, D.O.
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"Even the knowledge of my own fallibility cannot keep me from making
mistakes. Only when I fall do I get up again. "
- Vincent Van Gogh
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Hometown: Stone Mountain, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Bachelor of Science
Field of Practice: Pediatrics

Adam Chornoby, D.O.

I would like to thank my family, friends,girlfriend, and everyone that
supported me along the way. Truly iOt was not for you, I would not be where
I am today.

tl

lyndsay Bass Claroni, D.O.

Seek the Lord while He may b~ found, call upon Him while He is
near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their
thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that He may have mercy on
them, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways , says the
Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts .
. Isaiah 55:6-9

Hometown: Vidalia, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: The University of Georgia, Bachelor of Science
Field of Practice: Fam·

Lida Fatemi Compa.ni-Tabrizi, D.O.
The reason I am who I am today is due to my parents ' relentless efforts to provide unconditional love
and support throughout my life. They practiced the ·perfect balance between love and discipline and
taught me compassion, hard work, love for learning and so much more. I am truly grateful for it all.
Mom and Dad, you are truly amazing people and 1 am bJes~ed to have you as my parents.
To my husband: Thank you for your unyielding love and support for the past six years. I know that
it hasn't been easy, but I wouldn't have been able to get through the most difficult times of my life
without you. You have made this journey so much more wonderful. I am truly privileged to have
you as my husband.
To my beautiful daughter, Nika: I love you with all my being. Th.ank you for being so understanding
and patient with Mommy when she couldn't·be there every second that you wanted her to be there.
Thank you for making my life so milch more fascinating and wonderful.
To my in-laws, Soheyla and Behzad: Thank you for your unrelenting encouragement. I couldn't
have asked for more wonderful, loving, and considerate in-laws. I am truly grateful to have you in
my life.

Hometown: Tehran, Iran
Undergraduate Education: Emory University - Bachelors in Neuroscience and BehavioralBiology
Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health
Masters in Public Health and Global Health
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Beverly F. Davis, D.O.
e

"If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to him."
James 1:5-6

To my biggest fans, my parerits: Because of you, I never gave up. Your unwavering
support and love amaze me. Granny, Grandpa, & Annella: Thank you for your prayers
and strength. M&M: I'm so lucky to call you family, thank you for believing in me
always.
g

*Love you MFH, JP, AC, KK,BB, AF, MH & SG*
"There are those who seek knowledge for the sake of knowledge, that is curiosity.
There are those who seek knowledge to be known by others, that is vanity.
There are those who seek knowledge in order to serve, that is love"
-Bernard of Clairvaux

Hometown: Cumming, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Hillsdale College, Bachelor of Science
F
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Candice M. Delk, D.O.
I would like to thank God, first and foremost, for providing me with strength over the
years. Only His grace could have allowed me to make it this far.

2m
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To my family, thank you for your everlasting love, support; and encouragement. You
have endured my temper tantrums and for that I love you.

-Cri

To my loving grandparents who are unable to be here today, I would like to dedicate this
page to you. I would like to especially dedicate this to my grandmother who was unable
to live out her dream of becoming a doctor. This one's for you.
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To my friends that I have met along the way, we are hke the fellowship of the ring, all .
bearing the same burden of medical school together. Thank you all for the "study breaks"
and good times. I know that I have met true friends for life!
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Hometown: Brownsville, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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What Happened In the World While You Were In Medical School
2007-European Union now has 27 member nations
-Cristina Fernandez de ~ircher is elected Argentina's 1st
fem ale President
-Nancy Pelosi is ~ st female speaker of US House,
presiding over the 1OOth congress
-Discovery takes off on a 14 day mission to the
, International Space Station
-2 t eams of scientists discover a way to create embryonic
stem cells from skin with out using embryonic stem cells
-Bu enos Aires, capitol of Argentina, experiences 1st snow

2010-

-Arizona immigration law pushes the humanitarian
limit
-Aug. 31 st- official end to the war in Iraq, after 7 years
there is with-drawl of combat troops
s
-7.0 magnitude earthquake rocks Haiti- worst in
200yrs
-Deadly oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico- lasts 86 days,
with about 5 mill. gal. of oil spilled
s"
-Volcanic ash from Iceland disrupts travel across
Europe
fall in 89 years
-Prince William is engaged to Kate Middleton ... to be
married in 2011
Winter Olympics: in Canada
_ _1 2b08-Openmg ceremonies a dlsappomtment after I of 4
I -Fidel Castro steps down after 49 years in power
torches fails to rise and light
-At a news conference in Baghdad, a s~hoe is hurled at
-Joannie Rochette skates 2 days after mothers deathPresident Bush
takes home a Bronze medal inwomens figure skating
-Barack Obama wins US Presidential election- he is tlie
-l:JS dominates in the Nordic combined- taking Gold
1st African American elected President
-Both men's and women's Hockey was Canada Gold,
-1 st space walk for a Chinese astronaut
USA Silver
Summer Olympics: in China
-US Swimmer Micheal Phelps sets new Gold medal holder ' -Kin Yu Na of South Korea has a nearly perfect score
in figure skating
record- 8 in one Olympic games
-Chinese men and womens gymnastics teams take Gold
2011·
-' Bolt' from Jamaica wins Gold and holds new world
-Snow storm shuts down north GA- GA-PCOM misses
record in the men's 100m dash
a week of classes
-U S mens basketball team is renamed the 'Redeem Team"
-Quadrants Meteor show is seen a'round the world
i after taking Gold
-Lance Armstrong ends his International cycling
career
2009-Canadian singer, Mary-Lu-Zahalan Kennedy,
-H 1 N 1= World wide epidemic
graduates with a Masters in 'The Beatles'
-US di minishing role in Iraq- June 30th declared "National
-Tropical cyclone Anthony hits Australia, increasing
Sovereignty Day" in Ilraq
the Natural Disaster status
-U S Airways flight 1549 lands in the Hudson River- all
- Shinmoedake volcano erupts in Japan
passengers and crew survive
-"Marathon Man" sets record for.completing 365
-Worst aviation disaster in 8 years: Air France 447
marathons in a year
disappears off coast of Brazil with 228 people on board
-NASA's Discovery lands for the finall time
-Micheal Jackson-life long musician and super star dies at
...You graduated from Medical School
age 50
-The movie Avatar is released after 10 years in the making
-Scientists unveil fossilized remains of 47-million-yr-old
pri mate "Ida", ancestor of humans
-Scienti sts find water on moon in NASA's Lacross Mission

"

Bie M. Etinge, D.O-., M.P.H.
Thank God for blessing me to see this day! These last four years have been
very challenging but with love and prayers from family and friends, I have
made it through_ I am excited about this new journey in my life and happy
that I have been able to fulfill my lifelong dream. I would like to thank my
family for supporting me emotionally and financially for these past four years
and I could never begin to repay all of you for what you have done. To all of
my friends, your encouraging words have meant the world to me. I appreciate
you all more than words could express. Ewane, I ani very proud of all of your
accomplishments and happy to be able to call you my brother. Maloba,
remember that 'the race is not always 'to the swift, but to those who keep on
running ' . Zack and Bria, now I can buy you all the ice cream in the world!
Love you all.

Hometown: Augusta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: The University of Georgia, Bachelor of Science, Microbiology
Mercer University School of Medicine, Master of Public Health
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Amanda M. Fischer, D.O.
"Who you are is God's gift to you, what you become is your gift to God."
"Every day is a new day in which to excel."
- Julian Arnold, Captain, Ret. US Navy
I have been blessed with many loving people in my life, each whose
influence has shaped me into the person I have become. I thank God
everyday for giving me the privilege of entering this profession and
allowing me to pursue my dream. I am so grateful for the supportive
family ang amazing friends that have stood beside me every step of the
way on this long journey. I love y'all and appreciate you more than words
could ever express !

I

Hometown: Claxton, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia-'Southern University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Elizabeth J. Flail, D.O.
I want to thank my husband for ali of his love and support. Thank you so
much for taking care of everything so I could focus on medical school; you
truly made my life easy. I love you more than you will ever know.
Thank you Mom for all your encouragement and for moving to Atlanta to take
care of my baby girl; because of you I was able to have my family!
Thank you, Dad for all of your financial support. ! am so blessed to leave
medical school debt free. You are such an inspiration. Shadowing you in the
Emergency Department is what made me want to be an EM physician, just
like you.

~~ 00.
Hometown: Valdosta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Valdosta State University, Bachelor of Science
Field of Practice: Emergency Medicine
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Rachel E. Flegle, D.O.

I'm so thankful for the support of my friends and family over the
last four years. I couldn't have done this without you!

I

Hometown: Knoxville, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: University of Tennessee, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine

Chadwick W Gaddis D.O.
I would like to thank afew people who have made this journey
with me. First off, Harold, Sheila, and Mendy Henson. For without
your unselfishness and heart of gold I couldn .'t have even started
this. My mom and dad, you guys are the best set of parents a
young man can ask for. Lastly, my two boys for whom I work
everyday and push niyself for. I love you guys and all that daddy is
doing is for you.

b.o .
____________________________________

~--~------~----------------------------~l,---

Hometown: Winder, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of North Florida, Bachelor of Science
~.---------------
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Sarah V. Gardner, D.O.
First, there is no way that I could have made it without God. I am sure he
heard all of my prayers and actually responded to the majority; thank you!
With that said, a cardiologist gave me an inspirational quote that said, "Fear
knocked at the door and Faith answered, no one was there." I carried this
quote with me through every rotation, but it was my family who first instilled
faith and courage into me. Without your Jove and support,I could not have
made this journey, I love you! Mom, you are my life and I am so blessed to
have had you in every phase of my journey; girlfriend we will always be as
tight as glue. Travis you have been such a tremendous part of this endeavor!
Through my highs and lows, you stood through them all, words can't express
my gratitude. To the Randall's, I made you become my God Parents, sorry!
However, thank you for everything, I love you guys! To my friends, I am
proud of you and love you all! To my nieces, nephews and younger cousins,
never give up on your dreams and know that you can conquer anything!

J~ ~j).()

Hometown: Dallas, Texas
Undergraduate Education: Centenary College of Louisiana, Bachelors in Science
!'IIII!'!'!'!!'!""'!!'\!II!iI!lI
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine~Cardiolo

David C.Gibson, D.O.

I c;

SUI

Fir

wil

To

to I

To

th a

To

sin

To

brc

To
To

no'

wil

"I

Hometown: Lawrenceville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Institute of Technology, Bachelor of Science, Chemistry
Georgia Institute of Technology, Master of Science, Biochemistry
Field of Practice: Emergency Medicine
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Sarah Anderson GrabmiUer, D.O.

I can hardly believe how quickJy the past four years have flown by and am extremely greatful for all of the
support that has helped me survive.
First, to my Lord and Savior, I must give you all the praise for allowing me to reach my dreams. I know that
without Your grace I would not have survivied.
To my wonderful Momma and Daddy, words will never express the gratitude lowe you both. I am truly blessed
to have you as not only my parents, but as my encouragers and my friends.
To my sweet Husband, losh; You have seen me at my worst and love me anyway; and I thank God everyday for
that.
To my sister Elizabeth, I can not even begin to list the things you have done for me over the years, so I will
simply must thank you for being my best friend.
To my brothers Will and Dan, I am extremely proud of each of you. You are both the sweetest and kindest little
brothers anyone could have.
To my Grandmaw and Grandpaw, your baby granddaughter is finally a doctor! Thank you for believing in me.
To my new Georgia fliends: There is not much we have not done together, we have cried, we have laughed and
now we will celebrate' I thank God for placing each one of you in my life because I would not have survived
without you.
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it."
Hebrews 13 :2

Hometown: Meridian, Mississippi
Undergraduate Education: Meridian Community College, Meridian, MS
Millsaps College, Jackson, MS, Bachelor of Science, Biological Sciences

Antonio A Graham, D.O.

This has been such a whirlwind journey! However, I am grateful for the
journey because this has been my dream for many years. I would like thank
God who gave me this desire such a long time ago. I do not have words to
express how my faith has carried me throughout this time. To my loving
wife, whose unyielding support and care has been invaluable throughout the
experience. To all of my friends that I have gained through medical school,
thank you because you have helped to enrich, support, and develop me
throughout this journey. To all my extended family, thank you for all of your
love and support. Finally I would like to thank my parents for giving me the
foundation of education, safety, and support to pursue any dream that I had.
/:

(tyd{rt t'(
Hometown: Plant City, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Morehouse College, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Purdue University, Master of Science, Neurobiology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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John S. Groh, D.O.

To Mom, Dad, and Jay:
I have been so blessed with such a wonderful family. Everything good about my character and every success I've had
is a direct result of your love and support. Words cannot describe how thankful I am. I hope to make you proud as a
physician and I love you.
Quotes:
"Learn to listen"
"Always keep things in perspective"
I,

Hometown: Hilton Head, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Furman University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice:

Eric Guenther, D.O.

I want to thank my wife, Nikki, who .has been relentless in her support during
this process. I can't even begin to describe all the various things she has done
and all the hardships she has faced just so I can pursue this dream. I want to
thank all my family, who have continually provided positive reinforcement
and helped me keep perspective during this process . .I also want to thank all
. of my classmates for their help. If there is one thing I will remember most, it
is not the classes, books, or hospitals . .. but instead the way in which my
classmates have amazed me.

Hometown: St. Louis, Missouri
Undergraduate Education: University of Missouri -Columbia, Bachelor of Science, Biological Sciences
Emory University, Masters of Public Health, Epidemiology
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Rogers Nguyen Ha, D.O.

It has been a long journey to become a physician. I would like to thank

everyone who has helped me al_ong the way. To Mom and Dad, you are
the best parents a boy could have. You have stood behind me through the
hardest times. I can never thank you enough for your sacrifices. To my
wife, thank you for standing beside me and sharing your life with me. You
are my partner in crime. To my family and friends, thank you for listening
and being there for me when I nee~ed it most. To the faculty and staff at
GAPCOM, thank you for believing in me and giving me a chance to do
what I love. I could not have done it without all your encouragement and
support. -I love you all!

(
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Hometown: Hattiesburg, Mississippi
Undergraduate Education: University of Southern Mississippi, Bachelor of Science, Biolo
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine

Martin Joel Hallam, D.O.
Lou Holtz once said, "Show me someone who has done something
worthwhile, and I'll show you someone who has overcome
adversity." Those words combined with the love and support of
my Mom, Uncle and the rest of my family helped me get to this
point in my life. For that, I am truly blessed and thankful. I love
you all. Carrie Watson, I love and appreciate you and without
your help med-school would have been impossible. Dr. Watson,
although usually going unnoticed, thanks for always advocating
for our class and making the road as smooth as possible. Lastly, to
the class of 2011, it's been a journey, but good luck to you all and
I am proud to call you my colleagues.

Hometown: CrawfordsviHe, Indiana
Undergraduate Education: Indiana State University, Bachelor of Science, Biochemistry
Field of Practice: OB/GYN
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Hajra Hasan, D.O.
"Let your light shine before men that the world will know you are an Osteopath pure and simple, and
that no prouder title can follow a human name."- A.T. Still, DO
God: Thank you for all of the blessings that you have bestowed upon me. Four years ago, I never
expected that you had this plan for me. Please guide me to become the best doctor, to always have
my patient's best interest, and to serve humanity with humility and love- Ameen.
To My Beloved Parents & Family: There really is not a way that "thank you" can suffice in
everything that you guys have done for me. The countless sacrifices, love and support is why I am
here today. Thank you for expecting that absolute best in me and driving me towards success.
To My Dearest John: I couldn't have done it without you. Thank you so much for putting up
with the crazy with me. Having your support and endless love through medical school got me
through. I was tmly blessed to have found someone who understood, walked the same path and
empathi zed with me. I look forward to when we marry, and serve as doctors together.
To My Fellow PeOMer' s: This journey has been indeed difficult and I thank everyone for being
so awesome. We did it! From living our lives from test to test, and obsessing over the absolute
smallest things, we all succeeded and will make amazing, heartfelt doctors. Always believe in
yourself and never take no for an answer!

Hometown: Augusta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Agnes Scott College, International Relations
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Roberto Herrera, III, D.O.
I am very lucky to have so many people that have helped me reach my
lifelong dream of becoming a doctor.
To my parents, thank you for your unwavering love, your unconditional
support as well as your wisdom which has guided me throughout my life. I
love you both very much.
To my sister, who has inspired me since I was young and continues to
motivate me, you have been a great role model and my best friend, I am very
proud of you.
To the rest of my family and friends, thank you for always believing in
me and helping me when I needed it most.
Finally to my fiancee, Brett-Ashley, thank you for always being there
without reservations , I wouldn't have been able to do it without your
support. You have made me a better person and I can't wait to spend the rest
of our lives together.

Hometown: West Palm Beach, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Florida Atlantic University, Bachelor of Science, Biological Sciences
Florida Atlantic University, Masters in Biomedical Sciences
.-------~~~~-~
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Marcia E. Hoffheimer, D.O.

It has been a long but worthwhile joum~y. I wish to thank my

family and friends, who have been so supportive throughout this
entire experience. I could not have made it this far without you.

Hometown: Cincinnati, Ohio
Undergraduate Education: North Carolina State University, Bachelor of Science, Zoology Major,
Anthropology Minor
Field of Practice: Emer ency Medicine

Joshua Hoxter, D.O.
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That was the longest. .. and shortest 4 years of my life.
I'll miss my peeps. Word.
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Hometown: Douglasville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Covenant College-Georgia, Bachelor of Arts, Interdisciplinary Studies
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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lacey Beth Hutchinson, D.O.
To my family: I wouldn't have made it this far without your constant love and support. Your
prayers, unending encouragement, and uplifting laughter have molded me into the kind of woman
and physician I have always wished to be. I'm so grateful for each of you.
To my husband: I couldn 't imagine embarking on this journey without you in my cheering section.
I'M SO THANKFUL to have you as my best friend, constant encourager, prayer warrior, and place
of rest. Thank you for helping me deal with all the pebbles along this journey when they seemed like
the Titanic to me. God blessed me by allowing you to experience this alongside me, and I'm
honored to be your wife on this journey.
To my kindred spirits: These four years have been filled with tears and laughter and I would have
never imagined the amazing friendships that have evolved from such an intense period of our lives .
I'm so thankful to have experienced medical school with such amazing colleagues. I cannot wait to
see God use each of your phenomenal talents in your chosen field.
"Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him." Jeremiah 17:7

I

;{(,UUJM=~~Q .
ometown: Owensboro, Kentucky
Undergraduate Education: Samford University, Bachelor of Science, Sports Medicine
Field of Practice: Dermatolo

Alex C Ibezi-Enendu, D.O., MBBS

It was hard, it was difficult, it was rough and the utility was

questioned but pers~verance produced this result . .. .. .... only regret
is that Dad is no more to see his fruit, May Glory be to God.

]

Hometown: Uke, Anambra State, Nigeria
Undergraduate Education: Nnamdi Azikiwe University Nnewi campus Nigeria, MBBS
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Karen Irani, D.O.

I just want to thank those who have .been supportive of me:
God, my family, and my bed.
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Hometown: Boca Raton, Florida
Undergraduate Education: UniveJ;'$ity of Miami, Bachelor of Science, Neuroscience
Field of Practice: General Surgery

Messalina "Charisse" Jordan, D.O.

"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me."
Philipians 4: 13

Hometown: Jacksonville, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Florida Community College at Jacksonville, Associate Science in N
Field of Practice: Family Medicine
I

Gina B. Kirkpatrick, D.O.

I would like to express heartfelt and sincere gratitude to my mother who has
always unconditionally supported my endeavors and has served as an
inspiration and model by which to live my life.
I would also like to tharik all of the other people in my life who have been
instrumental in assisting me through this journey of life long learning.

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Arkansas, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Emory University, Master of Public Health
Mercer University, Master of Business Administration, Finance
Field of Practice: Urology
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Kari E. Kraemer, D.O.
Medical School has been a life changing experience for me. I'm so grateful for the opportunity to be
a part of this profession and the chance to make a difference in this world. The people I met through
this journey made my life richer and the life-long friends I have made and the memories we have
created will be a part of me forever.
To my fellow classmates - Congratulations!! I am so honored to know each of you. All of you make
me very proud to be a part of the PCOM community and I am excited to see what the future brings
for you .
To my family, how do I ever thank you for the support and encouragement you have given me? I am
so blessed for the life that I have been given! My success would not have been possible without you
and I am more grateful than you can ever know. I love you.
" All of our dreams can come true .... if we have the courage to pursue them." - Walt Disney
"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." - Eleanor Roosevelt

D . O.

Hometown: Greer, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: University of South Carolina, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Hopefully Emergency Medicine

Christina M. Liro, D.O., M.S.
I
)

Congratulations Class of 2011! Over the last four years we've shared each other's joy and heartache,
experiences that have bonded us for life. I am proud to have you as colleagues, and wish everyone health,
happiness, and prosperity in the future.
A very special thank you to my family for their unconditional love and support- I am absolutely
positive I wo~ld not be where I am today without it. I feel incredibly blessed to have such amazing people
in my life.
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To everyone that has given of themselves in order to make me a better physician, thank you.

Hometown: Houston, Texas
Undergraduate Education: Baylor University, Bachelor of Science, Biology, Minor-Medical Humanities
Drexel University College of Medicine- Master of Science, Medical Science
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Elizabeth March-Steves, D.O.
Brendan- Thank You. You are my rock and I couldn't have gotten through the last 4
years without you. I know times have been tough but we made it and I can't wait to
staIt this next journey with you by my side. I love you forever and always.
Mom, Dad, Aunt Tricia and Matthew'- You have been there with me through it all.
Thank You for always supporting me and having faith in me even if I didn't have
faith in myself. Without you I couldn't have made my dreams a reality.
Tina, Amanda, Carrie, and Nilam- We made it. These last 4 years have been
incredible. Our friendship has meant the world, I couldn't have done it without you
girls.
"The education of the doctor which goes onafter he has his degree is, after all, the
most important part of his education." - John Shaw Billings

Hometown: Islip, New York
Undergraduate Education: Loyola'University Maryland, Bachelor of Science, Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology
Field of Practice: Obstetrics/Gynecology

Samantha Pollock ·McCaskill, D.O.
First and foremost, I would like to thank my late husband, Ken McCaskill, who gave me the
confidence and courage to pursue my dreams. I would like to dedicate my degree to him for
without him , I would not be the person I am today .
My family means the world to me. My father, Walter Pollock Jr :, my mother, Linda Pollock, my
sister, Roxanne Pollock Dennis, and my amazing nephew, Dalton Dennis are a constant source of
encouragement and happiness for me. Without their support and many sacrifices, I would never
have accomplished this dream, and for their love I will forever be thankful. It is not possible to put
into words how much I love my family and have been blessed by them .
I would also like to thank my mother and father in law , Leah and Duane McCaskill for being a
constant support system and for raising the best ma:h I have ever known.
I have been tlllly blessed by the friends that I have come to have close relationships with while
here at PCOM-GA. They were my inspiration during many dark times over these past few years,
and I am a better person for having each one of them in my life.

S~PO
Hometown: Pelham, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Auburn Univeristy, Bachelor of Art
Medical College of Georgia, MPT
Field of Practice: General S

Brent Meadows, D.O.

I would most of all like to thank my wife for all the sacrifices she has made for
me to go through medical school, moving to Atlanta, and tolerating my
absences. I would like to thank her in advance for residency. I would not be
where I am today without her,no way.
Good iuck to all my fellow classmates; see you out there.
Sincerely,
Brent Meadows, D.O.

Hometown: Chattanooga, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: Universjty of Tennessee Chattanooga, Bachelor of Science,
Mechanical Engineering
Medicine
Field of Practice: Emer

David I. Mederos, D.O.

Lets do this a little different. In memory of the back two rows! Here are the things, other than
medicine, I leamed while in medical school:
1. Never go to a bar and think you have a chance at winning money playing foosbal!.
2. Always be prepared to walk out of a restaurant establishment if they are out of ranch
or if they only have low sodium soy sauce.
3. Malaysian hand crafted wood furniture is always of a superior quality.
4. Some people can love their cats more than people;
5. The Chadwick sign has multiple definitions.
6. Flipping your bangs is not only for girls.
7. Israel had a professional basebaU league.
8. Hockey players are the nicest people alive.
9 . You never know when you are going to meet Asia's next top model.
10. Bets can always be taken to the next leve!'
11 . Kenny Powers is not only a TV character but also a way of life.
Becoming a physician is an unbelievable dream . I would like to thank my wife, my family
and my friends for helping to make my dream a rea1ity .
"All your dreams can come true if you have the courage to pursue them." - Walt Disney

~])2c __
Hometown: Valdosta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Valdosta State University, Bachelors of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Orth
Sports Medicine
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Matthew E. Moore, D.O.
I have been very satisfied with the numerous goals that I have met over the years, but completing medical school
and finally becoming what I have always dreamed about may honestly be my greatest accomplishment.
To my parents: Thank you Mom and Dad for all of your SUpp0l1 throughout my years of medical school. Thank
you for being that caring and compassionate guidance that helped me throughout my four year journey to
becoming a physician. I am truly appreciative having two people in my life who love me and want me to
succeed in whatever I strive to do. Mom and Dad, you are the best!
To my brother, Josh: Not only are you my brother, but you are one ofmy best friends. Your kindness and
intellect will make you a great nurse. I know that you will enjoy great success in nursing school; perhaps we
will be working together someday. While we will be further away from one another, I will make sure to always
keep in touch with you. Just remember that I will always be there for you.
To my GA-PCOM friends: The last four years were some of the most testing times in our lives, but we have
finally made it. I have been privileged to have studied and worked with you dUling the past four years. Your
kind-hearted spirit will make you outstanding physicians. I wish you all much success as you begin your
residency training.

Undergraduate Education: Pacific University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Shelby E. Osborne, D.O.

To the Class of2011,
With some of you I will be friends for life, others I inay not see so often, but you know our paths will
cross in the small world of DO's. Regardless, I thoroughly enjoyed my classes with all of you and
will carry the bond of GA-PCOM forever. I want to leave you with my favorite set of quotes.
- Shelby

21 Suggestions for Success - by H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

will

1. Marry the right person. This one decision
determine 90% of your happiness or misery. 2. Wark
at something you enjoy and that's worthy of your time and talent. 3. Give people more than they
expect and do it cheerfully. 4. Become the most positive and enthusiastic person you know. 5. Be
forgiving of yourself and others. 6. Be generalis. 7. Have a grateful heart. 8. Persistence, persistence,
persistence. 9. Discipline yourself to save money on even the most modest salary. 10. Treat everyone
you meet like you want to be treated. 11. Commit yours,elf to constant improvement. 12. Commit
yourself to quality. 13. Understand that happiness is nor based on possessions, power or prestige, but
on relationships with people you love and respect. 14. Be loyal. 15. Be honest. 16. Be a self-starter.
17. Be decisive even if it means you'll sometimes be wrong. 18. Stop blaming others. Take
responsibility for every area of your life. 19. Be bold .and courageous. When you look back on your
life , you'll regret the things you didn't do more than the ones you did. 20. Take good care of those you
love. 21. Don't do ,nythlng th" wonldn't m,ke yom ~\b

"¥ OWov Vtt DO

Hometown: Fayetteville, Arkansas
Undergraduate Education: Hendrix College, Bachelor of Arts, Human Health and Physiology, Chemistry
Field of Practice: Obstetrics and

Ankur B. Patel, D.O.
When Bishop Desmond Tutu stated, "You don't choose your family. They are God's
gift to you ... ," he could never have been more correct.
My mom and dad have made me the son I am today~ The work ethic,
determination, and humility they display provides me a foundation that will serve me
the rest of my life. Without their continued love and support, medical school would not
be possible. So ... mom and dad ... 1 say to you: I will never forget you!!!
My wife has made me the husband and father I am today. She has given me
unconditional love and respect and sees my successes as her successes . She is the
cornerstone of my life. So ... Priya .. .I say to you: I am truly blessed!!!
My children have made me the kid I am today. They help me understand that
love and life is not as complicated as medicine. Their smiles and laughter are the fuel
for my soul. So ... Milan and Shiv ... 1 say to you: I love you!!!
My God has made me the man I am today. Without His intervention and
planning none of this would exist. So ... God .. .I say to you: Thank you for your gifts!!!

Hometown: Guntersville, Alabama
Undergraduate Education: Auburn University, Bachelor of Science, Phannacy
Field of Practice: Anesthesiology
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Monal Bharat Patel, D.O.
d's
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"To live and to learn; to laugh often and muCh; to win the respect of
intelligent people and the affection of children ... to leave this world a
better place ... to know even one life has breathed easier because you
have lived. This is to have succeeded"
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Hometown: Adairsville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Kennesaw State University, Bachelors of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: General Surgery

Rina M. Patel, D.O.

I want to first and foremost thank my parents and sisters for all the
support, encouraging words, and love that helped me get through
these past four years. To all my friends who listened to me and
stood by my side, thank you! I had an unforgettable four years
here filled with many memories that I'm sure to keep for a lifetime.

Hometown: Spartanburg, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: University of South Carolina, Bachelor of Science, Exercise Science
Field of Practice: Pediatrics

I

H
U

'l

, .

·

David "Red" Alonzo Paulk Jr., D.O.

1

I would like to thank all my friends and family who helped make this possible.
To my guardians above I know you are looking down on me and hope I
continue to make you proud.

e.

o·
Hometown: Statesboro, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Armstr,ong Atlantic State University, Bachelor & Master's, Physical Therapy
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Josephine Acosta Pearson, D.O.

1 Corinthians 9:24

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.
Thank you God for helping me run the race! To my loving husband Patrick,
thank you for always believing in me and supporting me. You are my rock! To
my three beautiful girls, Cheyenne, Autumn and Skye l thank you for all the
sacrifices you have made whlh~ I'ye been in medical school. To my mother,
father and sisters, thank you for .encouraging me and helping Patrick and I with
the girls. To the Powell and Smith family, thanks for helping me see Jesus.

Hometown: Hartford, Connecticut
Undergraduate Education: Bachelor of Arts, English
Field of Practice: Family Practice
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Alexis Peplinski, D.O.
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Hometown: Miami, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida, Bachelor of Science

Nina Elisa Phillips, D.O.
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Hometown: St. Petersburg, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Emory University, Bachelor of Science, Neuroscience and Behavioral
Biology
GA-PCOM, Certificate Biomedical Sciences
Field of Practice: Pediatrics
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Juan Antonio Plazarte, D.O.

I want to thank the Lord Jesus Christ, my sister :Monica, my wife
Donna, my parents Juan Francisco and Rosalina, and my many
mentors ... those who always beiieved in me and never discouraged
me from continuing this very difficult path.

Hometown: Gainesville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: NorthJieorgia College and State University, Bachelor of Science, Chemistry
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine - Psychiatry
--...~

Monica Y. Plazarte, D.O.
Mom and Dad: Thank you for loving me and supporting my dreams. You have
sacrificed so much for me to be here. It has been a long road for all of us but
graduation is finally here. Thank you for always being there!
To my family and friends: You are all wonderful and have been great support
when I felt I could not do it anymore. Thanks for reminding me that faith and
humility is all that matters.
Class of2010: Thanks foraH the good times over these last four years. Good
luck and may God bless all of you!
"Wherever you go, no matter what the ~weather, always bring your own sunshine"
~Anthony 1. D'Angelo

...J

Hometown: Lima, Peru and Gainesville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Nbrth Georgia College & State University, Bachelor of Science
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Bethany Anne Powers, D.O.
WOW! Graduating from medical.school is almost surreal. I am absolutely overwhelmed with emotion and
gratitude when I think about everyone who has supported me along my way. THANK YOU! I have the best,
most wonderful family ever!
Where would I be without my Mommasan, Papa, and Arroz?
I would not be at this point now that is for sure. You encouraged me my whole life, sending me off to
science camps and letting me play doctor at home. Then every time I slipped you have been there to dust me off
and put me back on my feet. I won the family lottery!
Who would have thought I would find my other half out on rotations?
You have given me so much love and support this past year ... thank you for waiting for me :-)
Thank you Uncle Billy, Aunt Berrie, Paula, Claire, and everyone who has always told me that I could even on
my worst days.
I love all of you so much!
I would also like to thank Dr. Pifer for all of the encouragement and support he gave to myself and the student
body at large. I will always carry his lessons in my heart.

~~--------------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------------~

Hometown: Edenton, North Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Emory .University, Bachelor of Arts, Sociology
Field of Practice: Family Medicine

Kelly Richardson, D.O.

__________________________
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Margaret Victoria Anne Ridgeway, D.O.
Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord , for He is good; for His loving kindness is everlasting.
-Psalm 106:1
Mom and Dad- Thank you for the unending love and support that you have given me throughout my
entire life. You have constantly given of yourself and I truly appreciate every sacrifice. I would not be
who I am today without your godly lives lived out in front of me every day. I love you.
Robert: You are my favorite brother! Thank you for all the times you were there to support me, help
me, or just have fun. I know that God is doing wonderful things with your life and I can't wait to see
what He has planned. Love you- Sissy

.-

My Family: You have all been with me throughout every year and every accomplishment. I love you
all and thank you for your many, manyprayers and everything you have done to encourage me along
the way.
My Friends: I thank my God every time I remember you. Philippians 1:3
I am extremely glad that I was able to share the past four years with each and everyone of you. We
did

it!

1ItC/l d1c~~t®J~\e.~wy1)C)

Hometown: Manning, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Furman University, Bachelor of Science, Biology

----~----------------~~-----

Cynthia Sue Roland, D.O.

. Thank you to my parents, who taught me that if I can dream it, I
can do it, to all my family and friends for their constant support
and motivation, and to my husband, for his patience and for
reminding me to always do what makes me happy in life. Thank
you God for always keeping me on course. "Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and alight unto my path." - Psalm 119:105

Hometown: Gainesville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Brenau University, Bachelor of Science, Biology, Minor in Dance
Field of Practice: Obstetrics/Gynecology
----.....
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Radhika Sampat, D.O.
Medical school has been a rewarding and challenging journey, and I could not have done it without my family and
friends. A special thanks to my friends in the class of 2010 - from the long study sessions to fun "post-exam" nights out,
you guys really made this a time memorable. Thanks to Harshna Mom, Dilip Dad, and Rena for understanding all the
sacrifices that go into being a med student, and for being ~here for Summit and me. I especially want to thank my parents
who have not only raised me, but have also taken a huge role in raising our baby boy, Ishan , this year during my most
challenging clinical rotations. Summit and I are so blessed to have you in our lives , and Ishan is healthier and happier
because of your selflessness.
Most of all I want to give credit to my husband and best friend Summit Sampat. Medicine is equally challenging for the
spouses, and this is just as much your success as it is mine. You have been has been incredibly supportive while I had
spend time away studying or on rotations. I couldn't have a~ked for a better husband and father to our son.

Hometown: Monistown, New Jersey
Undergraduate Education: University of Maryland-College Park,Bachelor of Science, C
& Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: Neurology

-_....

Donlinic V. Sanniti, D.O.
I would like to thank every~)lle who has helped me achieve my goal of
becoming a physician. My mother, father, and brother for their support and
humor, reminding me that there is much more to life than medical school. My
dog, Sutter, who should receive her own medical degree for the long hours
spent sleeping under my desk as I studied.
Most of all I would like to thank my wife, Rachel. She has been my best
friend and number one fan. She has supported me every step of the way,
doing everything from making meals for me on rotations to laughing at me
when I am stressed out. She has made the past four years enjoyable, and I
can ' t thank her enough for everything she does.
Good Luck Class of 2011, it has been an honor to work with all of you.

Hometown: Chagrin Falls, Ohio
Undergraduate Education: Kent State University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice:
Medicine
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Qori Saune, D.O.
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Thank you to all the doctors who inspired me, friends and family
that put up with my crazy schedule and lifestyle, and especially to
God for making my calling clear and helping me overcome all the
obstacles. I pray that I will be able to use this gift to bless others.

)

Hometown: Chosica, Peru
Undergraduate Education: Covenant College, Bachelor of Arts
Field of Practice: F

Jonathan M. Shank, D.O.
"1

I would like to thank my parents and the rest of my family for their
encouragement and support, without you the past four years would
have been much more difficult. Thank you all for keeping me
grounded and focused on the truly important things in life. To my
baby brother, I miss you and think about you every day, but I'll
see you agam.
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Hometown: Anderson, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Clemson University, Bachelor of Science, Biological Science
Field of Practice: Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
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Jade Smith, D.O.
"There's only us. There's only this. Forget regret or life is yours to miss. No other
road. No other way, No day but today!" -Rent
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This has been a journey that I have definitely not taken alone. I want Chloe to
know that she has been my inspiration throughout this pr.ocess. You have been
patient and understanding and I am prolld of the young lady you are evolving into.
I am excited about our future and I know that you will, continue to be supportive
of your MOM! And all the family and friends that have contributed their support
whether it was volunteering time with Chloe, listening to me complain, being
there when I needed a good laugh, or even contributing to my lack of finances. I
want you all to know that none of your love went unnoticed or unappreciated. I
lo've_y_ou all!
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Hometown: Gainesville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Universjty of Georgia, Bachelor of Science, Biology

Phano "P" Som, D.O.
I would like to thank RPW for teaching me evidence-based hospital & intensive care medicine, instilling
within me the self-confidence to thrive even at the highest academic teaching institute, and most
importantly, for always believing in me. You have my utmost respect and will always remain the
mentor.
Your Prodigy Grasshoppa',
P.Som
"Be good, get good, or get out."
"To live is to suffer, to survive is to find

sortl~

meaning in the suffering."

"Don't bother me none." .

I-

Hometown: Duluth, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Athens, Bachelor of Science, Biochemistry &
Molecular Biology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine & Critical Care Medicine
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Zachary Sonnier, D.O.

To My Dove. I could never have done it without you.
I will never fail you or forsake you.

ometown: Crowley, Louisiana
Undergraduate Education: Thom~,s Edison State College, Bachelor of Arts
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Adriana T. Stewart, D.O.
To:

My!
give]
ever:

you'

Thanks to all my family and friends for always covering me in prayer
Philippians 4: 13

Myf
enco
you

I

sho~

caret
hard
and 1

Hometown: Jesup, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Southern University, Bachelor of Science, Psychology
Augusta State University, Masters of Science, Psychology
Field of Practice: Psychiatry
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Crystal l. Stokes, D.O.
To:
My grandparents: You have been so influenti_al in my decision to become a doctor. You both have
given me so many words of encouragement 'and always expressed to me that you were proud of
everything I have done in this life. I love you both more than you were able to see in your short time
you were here with me and you will ,always be the strength that lies Within me.
,

,

My family (esp. my parents): Thank.you for your endless acts of gene~osity, support, and
encouragement as I traveled through this journey. This has been the most challenging four years, but
you continued to offer your love and support through these challenging moments. Thank you for
showing me, each in your own ways, that you are proud of whom I have become. I love you.
My girls: Because of you, I have been able to find the confidence not only to pursue, but maintain this
career path into medicine. You are my laughter when things look grim, my happiness when times are
hard , and my biggest cheerleaders when I accomplish things I never knew I could. I love you both
and thank you for believing in me.

Hometown: Wilmington, North Carolina
Undergraduate Education: University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Bachelor of Arts, Elementary
Education

~

_ _ _,

Can Su, D.O.
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Christian James Sullivan, DoO.
"Two little mice feU in a bucket of cream. The first mouse quickly gave up and drowned. The second
mouse, wouldn't quit. He struggled so hard that eventually he churned that cream into butter and crawled
out. Gentlemen, as of this moment, I am that second mouse."
The TUltles -Thank you for all the support, encouragement, and being wonderful parents. I appreciate you
always being proud of me and helping me through some tough time~ in school. Dad, I just want you to
know how much I look up to you and can't wait to practice beside you and try to fill your gigantic shoes.
Jennie, Mike, and Jorie, and

~aylee

- You are all nerds. Love yO\).

My Lobster - I'm so glad I found you! Thank you for everything tha:! you do ... especially laundry. I love
you so much and look forward to wherever we will be next year! Rawr!
To the back 2 rows in class ... Chornoby and lare the .best foosball team." period.
FavOlite in class moment: Antonio running out of lecture to the song "You spin me Round"
Favorite quote: "I work out 8 days a week," - you know who y()u are

:J.
Hometown: Kingsport, Tennessee
Undergraduate Education: University of Tennessee, Bachelor of Science, Microbiology
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Suzanne Jean Supplee, D.O.

:,

To my mom: Your unconditional love and support through all the good times and especially the hard
allowed me to seek my full potential and have this day! My life is so wonderful with you in it and r
thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything you do for me! I love you MOM!
To my brother: A true hero! You always looked after your little "sis'" and encouraged me to pursue
my dreams . Always remember how much I love you.

t
To the Goldman Family: For believing in second chances and helping me get mine!!

t

To my newest family: Crystal, we did it!! I am so proud of you! You are my happiness and laughter.
I couldn ' t imagine this journey without you . Here's to everything to come! Hollace, for teaching me
to stay young at heart and become a better person. I.love you both!!

C

In loving memory of my dad: For giving me myfjghting spirit and enthusiasm for life!! For always
telling me "You are the one!" Your spirit has bee~:with me every step of the way and I have drawn
much strength knowing you are watching over me. I love you "Pops"--Pebbles

J.-.,~ j~,D.O.
Hometown: Orlando, Florida
Undergraduate Education: University of Florida, Bachelor of Science, Nutrition
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Nantha K. Surkunalingam, D.O.
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Who knew that four years ofmedical school would finish so quickly? It seems like
yesterday that I was showing my parents the campus during White Coat Ceremony
weekend. The transition from our first two years in the "warehouse" to the last two years as
a Student Doctor has been nothing short of a rollercoaster. The knowledge and friendships I
have built throughout the four years is something I will cherish for years. I am glad to have
been part of the growing history qf PCOM-GA and osteopathic medicine in the South.
A quote by Robert Browning that I abide by stays true: "Destiny is not a matter of
chance, it' s a matter of choice. It's .not something to be waited for, it is something to be
achieved!" It is now our tum, the next generation Of osteopathic physicians, to promote the
advancement of healthcare and wellbeing. Last but notJeast, I give thanks to my parents
and sisters for their support and love tluoughout the years. Without their help I would not
have been able to have accomplished such an arduous feat.

Hometown: Plano, Texas
Undergraduate Education: Southern Methodist University; Bachelor of Science, Computer Science
GA-PCOM; Certificate in Biomedical Sciences
Field of Practice: Surgery
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Chris Taranto, D. O.

To Kelli, my parents, family and friends: thank you for your unwavering support
and the sacrifices you've made over the last four years. They haven't always been
easy, but your love, advice and humor have made them much better. I couldn't
have done this without you.

1/
To my teachers: thank you for giving your time and effort, in many cases without
compensation. I promise to do the same for others in the future.

I

To my classmates: I'm proud to be one of you, grateful for the time I got to spend
with each and every one of you, and hopeful that the last four years have only
been the start of lifelong friendships. You are. a truly accomplished group who I
know will go on to be great physicians, spouses, parents and members of your .
communities.

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2011!!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------~~
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Hometown: Tallahassee, Florida
Undergraduate Education: Florida State University, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology
Field of Practice: Emergency Medicine
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Patrick M. Thomae, D.O.
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I would like to thank my family, friends and fiance for supporting me
throughout my time in medical schooL WitQout you all I could not have come
this far.

nd

"Turns out, It's n6t where but who you are with that really matters." -DMB

)()

Hometown: Augusta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Univ~rsity of Georgia, Bachelor of Science, Biology
Field of Practice: General Surgery
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Ashley Elizabeth Toole, D.O.
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer ,and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which uanscends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. " Phil 4:6-7
"I can do everything through Him who gives me· strength." Phil 4:13
"Cherish yesterday, Dream tomorrow, Liv"e today." Richard Bach
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"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." Eleanor Roosevelt
" Your life is God's gift to you; what you do with your life is your gift to God." Sister Rosemary Carrera
Billy Graham said, "often the only thing a child can remember'about an adult in later years, when he or she is
grown, is whether or not that person was.kind to' him or ber." Thank you to my family and all of the people I
have been privileged to have close to me in my life. Their support and encouragement have given me the
foundation on which I will continue to grow in my chosen career. May each person be blessed with the same
kindnesses and support that I have experienced.

~t'~JO.o.

Hometown: Aiken, South Carolina
Undergraduate Education: Wake Forest University, Bachelor of Science, Biology
GA-PCOM, Certificate in Biomedical Sciences
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Nilam C. Vaughan, D.O.

JUT

Ir

~

is

Ie I

Medical school has been a dramatic, challenging journey and I cannot aptly express
the gratitude I have in my heart and my very being for those who have chosen to
walk with me. My husband, Mitch, first and foremost, has shared with me his
strength and unwavering support every step of the way. I will never know how to
thank him deeply enough. My parents and brother have given me so much love
and hope. I want my friends and family to know that every kind word, note, hug,
and phone call has impacted me infinitely. I am so blessed and thank God for this
wonderful life.
My time at GA-PCOM is an experience that will be unmatched. We truly created a
family. Thank you for the laughs and the IIlemories. Amanda, Elizabeth, and
Sheranda, you have a special place inmy heart. I look to the future with hope,
pride, and llPpreciation for the privilege to call myself an osteopathic physician.

me
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"Be the change you want to see in the world. "
MohandasGandhi
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Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Hendrix College, Bachelor of Arts, Non-Profit Leadership
University of Tennessee Health Science Center, Bachelor of Science,
Occupational Therapy
Field of Practice: Emergency Medicine
~----------------------~--------~
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Olivia Michelle Vaughan, D.O.

Tf1.jst .in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct your paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6

Hometown: Tallapoosa, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Wichita State University, Bachelor of Arts, Biological Sciences
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Pamela James Warner, D.O.
Adam,
You have been absolutely amazing during this crazy time in my life. I truly believe that without you it
would 've been hell. I love you for your constant encouragement and for being my backbone. I love
you because you said "You can" when Itbought I couldn't. Once, 1 thought getting married before
going to med school was a mistake but time and time again you proved me absolutely wrong. My
only regret is that I had to expose you to anatomy lab fumes when I came home .. . but even then you
just kissed my forehead, sent me to the shower, and washed those stinky scrubs. God showed you
exactly how to love me and you did it PERFECTLY without any hesitation. I promise to continue to
love you more and more each day, not because you have proved your love for me but because you are
beautiful inside and out.
I promise to share my life with you as best friends, lovers, and soul mates. I wili always be there for
you whenever you need me. Thank you for sharing your Ph.D. in hu gs. I love you and I promise to
buy you something nice with my 1st paycheck ;)
Forever yours,
Pamela :)

Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia State University, Bachelor of Science, Exercise Physiology
Clayton College of Natural Health, Doctor of Naturopathy
Field of Practice:
Sur
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Carrie D. Watson, D.O.
"Put a smile on your face and love in your heart". Dad, this simple phrase got me through a lot of
tough and stressful days! I am so appreciative of your love and support; not many people can
truly say their father is a friend, confidant, and mentor, but you are all those things and more to
me. Thank you from the bottom of my heart*
Mom, every day I strive to be more like you. Your radiant personality can brighten the darkest of
rooms, and nothing makes me happier than when I am told, "You are just like your mom". You
have always been my shoulder to cry on andmy favorite kitchen dance partner! Basically, you
rock, and I couldn't have done this without you* .
To my sister, Sara, I have always looked up to you and cherished your advice. Thank you for
letting me put peroxide and band-aids on your scratches while growing up! See, it paid off! I love
you*
Lastly , Joel, what would I have done without you? Your hugs and encouraging words were
constant reminders that we can get through anything.together. I am beyond thankfu I for you
be;ng in my hfe, 'nd I nm '0 p,ond of yon'
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Hometown: Sand Springs, Oklahoma
Undergraduate Education: University of Oklahoma, Bachelor of Arts, Psychology
Field of Practice: General Surgery
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Thomas R. White, D.O.

There was a helluva lot they didn't tell me when I signed up with this outfit.

Hometown: Columbus, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: Georgia Institute of Technology, Applied Biology
Field of Practice: Emergency Medicine .

Mary Elizabeth Wiles, D.O.

"Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live
forever." . Mohandas Karamchartd Gandhi

Hometown: Blairsville, Georgia
Undergraduate Education: University of Georgia, Bachelor of Business Administration,
International Business
Field of Practice: Internal Medicine
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Jasmine J. Yoon, D.

The happiness of life is made up of minute fractions-the little soon-forgotten
charities of a kiss, a smile, a kind.look, a heartfelt compliment in the disguise of
a playful raillery, and the countless other infinitessimals of pleasurable thought
and genial feeling.

Hometown: Cerritos, California
Undergraduate Education: Univ~rsity of California, Berkeley, Bachelor of Arts, English &
Molecular and Cell Biology
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To the Class of2011 ,

PCOM
We would like to thank you for all your help in submitting yearbook
information. We bombarded you with emails in the midst of rotations, applying
for residency, and taking boards, yet you succeeded in making our yearbook
special. For each one of us, our medical school experience was different, but the
goal of this book is to remind us that we made it through together! We hope
everyone has a rewarding and wonderful time embarking on this next chapter of
our lives!

Sincerely,

d3ti

~Do

B-fitJ~( D. 0./ M.P.H.

Monal Patel, D.O.

Bie Etinge, D.O., M.P.H.

1l~4W'v f).a.
Carrie Watson, D.O.

Nilam Vaughan, D.O.
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